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A Mystic at the Service of the Poor  
by Antonio Tarallo 

 

A conversation with the Minister General of the Trinitarians at one hundred 

years after the beatification of Anna Maria Taigi 

 

Whoever enters the Roman basilica of San Crisogono immediately struck by the 

rich baroque coffered ceiling that houses a copy of a painting by Guercino, The 

Glory of Saint Chrysogonus. And, the splendid Cosmatesque floor from around 

1100 certainly does not go unnoticed. But, in this basilica in the heart of 

Trastevere - a well-known and characteristic Roman quarter - there is a "hidden 

treasure" that makes the place important and sacred: the chapel where rests the 

body of Anna Maria Taigi, a mystic and Trinitarian laywoman who lived at the 

end of the 18th and beginning of the 19th centuries, and who was beatified by 

Benedict XV a hundred years ago, on May 30, 1920. 

 

Anna Maria Taigi was born in Siena on May 29, 1769, but the family moved to 

Rome shortly thereafter. She married Domenico Taigi, in 1789. A simple mother 

of the family and servant of the Chigi family, she received "singular supernatural 

gifts of wisdom, spiritual discernment and prophecy, especially on the serious 

religious and political problems of the time", so wrote the French abbot Jean 

Baptiste Chautard (1858-1935) in his The soul of every apostolate (1907). For 

these supernatural gifts, bishops, cardinals, popes and statesmen turned to her for 

advice. Maria Luisa of Bourbon of Spain, affected by epileptic seizures, also 

turned to her, and was answered: the seizures disappeared. Anna Maria Taigi, 

during her life, experienced another particular gift: that of prophecy. It is said that 

one evening, at the beginning of the year 1791, in the first period of her mystical 

experiences, while she was alone in her room, she saw a great light shine before 

her, like a sun, barely veiled by thin clouds. A voice said to her: " It is a mirror, 

what I show you, which serves to make you understand good and evil." Taigi 

specified that "on the disc, there was a seated figure, of infinite dignity and 

majesty, whose head was turned towards the sky, as in the stillness of ecstasy; 

two vertical light rays came out of his forehead. " This figure was the symbol of 

wisdom. In the sun, she also saw the image of a crown of thorns and a cross: it 

was the incarnation of Christ. In itself, the sun symbolized the divine, the Trinity. 

"Images flowed in this sun, as they can be seen in a magic lantern," explained the 

Trinitarian tertiary. During half a century, Anna Maria Taigi saw the social and 

political events of all Europe unfold in that sun, in particular those concerning the 

vicissitudes of the Church. 



 

At one hundred years after her beatification, I met with the Minister General of 

the Order of the Most Holy Trinity and of the Captives, Father Luigi (Gino) 

Buccarello, and with him we try here to better understand this beautiful figure of 

holiness. However, we must begin with the present, with the covid-19 emergency 

that has not compromised the centennial celebrations that the Order had planned 

for this year. 

 

How did you get through this quarantine period? 

 

In this period, marked by the health emergency, I tried to make my closeness felt 

by all the men and women religious, both by sending a circular letter and by 

sharing it through the information service of the General Curia called Comunion 

and in which I have shared every initiative undertaken to ensure support for the 

weakest sections of the population, especially on behalf of those who pay the 

highest price of each crisis. I must say that a considerable commitment has been 

made by the whole Order, thanks to our houses of welcome for immigrants and 

for people with disabilities; we started soup kitchens and reception centers for the 

poor through the parish charities. First of all, we take the obligatory measures to 

avoid the risk of contagion, and then we offer support and help to these brothers 

and sisters of ours who found themselves in conditions of extreme discomfort. I 

can only express my thanks to all the religious and lay collaborators for the great 

effort and the great readiness they presented. I must say that it went well, beyond 

what one could ask. As Trinitarians we are present in 25 countries and so, the 

Trinitarian Order has not stopped working in the face of this emergency.  

 

 

What role did the new communication tools play in this? 

 

We owe them the opportunity to meet, albeit in a virtual way. In these moments 

we experience the extraordinary efficacy of human proximity and spiritual 

closeness. We hope to be able to really meet again as soon as possible since all 

the communication tools, however useful, certainly cannot replace human 

relationships. We need to meet, to face each other, to support each other. This 

virus made us understand the great deception that individualism brings with it. 

Finally, after two months, we have returned to the celebration of the Eucharist. 

  

Do you think that the series of live transmissions of the masses, which took place 

during the lockdown period, could also be considered a sort of "instrument" of 

approaching those who are far from faith? 

 

Pope Francis reminded us that we cannot live our faith virtually. During this time, 

we have made a virtue of necessity. The Pope himself gave us the gift of his 



prayer and his word which, through television and other means of 

communication, has reached millions of the faithful. His words were words that 

caress and that embrace, which we have missed so much in ordinary life. They 

gave comfort especially to people who are lonely, the sick, the elderly. Pope 

Francis taught us that diseases are not treated only with drugs but also with love, 

gentle closeness, prayer. This pandemic has not only attacked the lungs or other 

body organs, but has also attacked the serenity and hope of many and has 

produced in society that "famine of hope" for which we invoke the abundant 

“rain” of the Holy Spirit to "wash what is arid" and make peace and true joy 

flourish in our lives and let peace and true joy flourish in our lives.  

 

And, now, we come to the extraordinary figure of Anna Maria Taigi, Trinitarian 

tertiary. Mystic, family mother, simple woman.  

 

Personally, when I re-read her life and I meditate on the testimony of this great 

woman of faith, what strikes me most is the contrast that emerges between the 

greatness of the gifts received and the humility of her figure, between the 

extraordinary nature of her mystical experience and the ordinariness of daily 

difficulties that she was called to face in taking care of a poor and large family. 

In her life, Blessed Anna Maria managed to synthesize every aspect of the faith 

without neglecting anything: she dedicated herself to prayer without neglecting 

her commitments in the family. She reached the heights of contemplation and at 

the same time she knew how to bend towards the needs of the poor, the sick and 

he excluded. We knew her extraordinary mystical experience through the writings 

of Don Raffaele Natali (the blessed did not know how to write), a priest from 

Macerata who lived in the Taigi house and was like a son to the blessed and to 

whom she told her visions. Obviously, one must know how to read and interpret 

them. Unfortunately, today there is a certain exploitation by many of the visions 

of the Blessed, to the point of attributing to her the prophecy of some events of 

our days of which there is no trace in the writings of Don Natali. And so, many 

times her visions are interpreted in a pessimistic way, as omens of destruction and 

not as an invitation to conversion and hope. 

 

What does Anna Maria Taigi have to say to today's families? 

 

The blessed has much to say! The blessed has much to say! She experienced the 

same difficulties in her life as many families do today. Economic hardships never 

prevented her, however, from being generous to the poor who knocked on her 

door and who never left empty-handed. Benedict XV, on the occasion of her 

beatification, said: " Although her life was so supernatural and hidden in Christ, 

however, she was not a stranger to her time but benefited the neighbor and the 

entire city community greatly. She was poor, yet she always tried to help other 

poor people; indeed in various public and private calamities, inspired from above 



she offered herself as a victim to divine justice and with her endless praying she 

endeavored to remove the punishments from those who had deserved them.". She 

was a great mystic protagonist of the events of her time and deeply committed to 

an ever-present front: the poor, her favorites. For her, the family was a school of 

life and love, of a love that does not remain closed in the home. The blessed 

reminds families that fidelity is not a museum piece, a value of other times, but it 

is the guarantee of a love that knows no obstacles and that is stronger than any 

human frailty 

 

And, this year, the Trinitarian Order is celebrating the centenary of her 

beatification. 

 

This is an extraordinary opportunity to relaunch her figure and to make her more 

widely known. Her example of life and her holiness will do so much good for so 

many families and many Christians. She was a woman, simple, humble, poor but 

rich in faith and charity, who can be a model for all of us and an incentive for us 

to walk well on the path to holiness. We also intensify our prayers so that the -In 

order to ask for her canonization, a miracle is needed as proof of her holiness. We 

can only pray. 

 

The Covid-19 pandemic has unfortunately canceled some events planned for the 

celebration of the centenary. What initiatives are now planned? Will social media 

play a part? 

 

We have already celebrated the anniversary of her beatification on May 30 in the 

Basilica of San Crisogono where her remains are kept, obviously in the manner 

permitted. We have numerous initiatives planned, including a conference in 

October which will be held in Rome in which all the Trinitarian lay fraternities 

of Italy will participate, and many other initiatives to make her more well known. 

Obviously, everything is suspended for now. But, we are confident that we can 

implement the various initiatives planned to celebrate this important centenary. 

 

 

 

 

The incorrupt body of Blessed 

Anna Maria Gesualda Antonia 

Taigi at San Crisogono in Rome 

 


