
APRIL 5, 2020 
 

Palm Sunday 
A Story of True Love During War Time 

 
In January 1942, US troops 
began to amass in England. 
These deployments and ensuing 
raids were almost always 
preceded by a flurry of wartime 
weddings. German spies  
eventually went to great lengths 
 monitoring wedding chapels 
and churches for activity. 

 
These crazy days of coronavirus remind me of stories 
like these from World War II; a time of war with 
intense emotions: fear, uncertainty, and love. Facing an 
uncertain future, weddings in wartime required 
immediacy and ingenuity, teamwork and flexibility. 
 
And, so too then, on this past Saturday afternoon, I sat in 
a quaint chapel at Immaculate Conception in Elkton, 
MD. I sat there with two people who were flexible and 
faithful, working as a team with patient intensity and in-
genuity. 
 
I was blessed to be there 
in that ‘wartime chapel’ 
with Ryan Cuccia and 
Rachel Stanley…oops! 
I mean, Ryan and now 
Mrs. Rachel CUCCIA!! 
A young couple who had 
worked together, enlisted 
the prayers of oh-so-very 
many, and enjoyed  
nothing short of several 
miracles before they were 
then wed on Saturday 
April 4th! 
 
We joined God, there, in 
that chapel for the 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
God’s great design for 
life and love in action as 
man and wife joined  
together in Marriage. 
 
Now, this week we will all join together as a faith family, 
amidst whatever ‘wartime corona-conditions’ we each 
endure, waiting in great anticipation of God’s  
GREATEST design and miracle of love: the Passion, 
Death and Resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ! 
 
Know that prayers are answered and yes, miracles DO 
happen. On Easter morning we will again celebrate the 
most miraculous victory of Love and Life over Death… 
but first, we’ll pass this week through Our Lord’s 
Passion and our war against COVID-19. 

Rachel and Ryan Cuccia  

were married on April 4, 2020 

despite the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Praised be Jesus Christ! 
 

All Holy Week liturgies and celebrations will be streamed 
LIVE from our Facebook page (linked below 
accordingly) and on the front page of the parish website. 
Missed the live broadcast? Archived videos will be made 
available on our Facebook page and new YouTube 
channel for viewing after the live broadcast at any time. 
 
Kindly note: please do not travel to the parish, as only 
those directly involved with the liturgies will be admitted 
to the building. We ask that you watch our COVID-19 
webpage or our Facebook page should any necessary 
changes be made to this schedule. You may also receive 
an email message through Flocknote if you are subscribed 
to this service that is free to you. 
 

____________________________________ 
 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass for Palm Sunday - April 4 @5:00 p.m. 
View anytime on YouTube    |   View anytime on Facebook 

 
Holy Thursday Liturgy - April 9, 2020 @7:00 p.m.  

View LIVE on our website     |   Facebook   |   YouTube 
 

Stations of the Cross - Good Friday, April 10, 2020 @ 3:00 p.m. 
View LIVE on our website     |   Facebook   |   YouTube 

 
Good Friday Liturgy - April 10, 2020 @ 7:00 p.m. 

View LIVE on our website     |   Facebook   |   YouTube 
 

The Easter Vigil - Saturday, April 11, 2020 @ 8:00 p.m. 
View LIVE on our website     |   Facebook   |   YouTube 

. 

STAY CONNECTED WITH ONE ANOTHER 

Many of us are experiencing feelings that can be difficult 
to deal with as the result of social isolation due to  
COVID-19 restrictions. You are certainly not alone! 
 
We've created a page on our website for our parishioners 
as a lifeline to help you keep the relationships you've built 
with one another over the months, or years, or even 
decades. Have you been thinking of how that couple who 
always sits in front of you at Mass are doing right now? 
Are you wanting to connect with that person who made 
you laugh at a Donut Social? Maybe you're seeking a way 
to share your feelings of loss over not being able to 
receive the sacraments with others who will understand? 
 
Head on over to our StayConnected website page now to 
start reconnecting with your fellow parishioners! 
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Below is an up-to-date summary regarding Saint Lawrence Martyr parish operations in compliance with Governor 

Hogan’s Stay at Home Order and guidelines provided by the Archdiocese of Baltimore: 

 

• All public Masses have been suspended until further notice. Father Victor continues to pray private daily Masses for 

all of your intentions. After Holy Week, we will continue to stream LIVE from our Facebook page the 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday Vigil Mass. All Masses will also be available for viewing live here on our website (no Facebook account is 

necessary to view events on our website). 

 

• All Saint Lawrence Martyr parish buildings are closed indefinitely. Please do not risk travel to the parish for any  

reason. All LIVE liturgical celebrations are available virtually on Facebook and our website, and then archived on 

our YouTube channel. Only those directly involved with video production of events will be admitted to the church 

building.  

 

• Father Victor and parish staff are working remotely. We encourage parishioners to communicate with us by email to 

office@saintlawrencemartyr.org. Individual email addresses for the parish staff are available here. 

 

• Wednesday and First Friday Adoration at the parish is suspended indefinitely. Please watch for announcements on 

our website and Facebook page for future live broadcasts. 

 

• The distribution of all sacraments is regrettably suspended until further notice. We strongly encourage parishioners 

to pray for a swift end to the pandemic and a return to normalcy by praying Pope Francis' simple prayer: "Lord, stop 

it with Your hand." 

 

• Please contact the parish for information regarding hospital visits and funerals, or visit the Archdiocese of 

Baltimore's webpage for information. 

 

• All parish ministries and events are suspended at this time. Parishioners are encouraged to remain in contact with 

their ministry leaders as virtual contact through Zoom, Facebook Groups, GoTo Meetings, Facetime, etc.  is very 

much permitted! (Click here to get expert tips on how to avoid getting "bombed" in Zoom meetings.) 

 

• Faith formation for children and adults is cancelled until further notice. By now all parents and those in RCIA should 

already have received communications from the Coordinator for Religious Education and/or their instructors/

catechists. If not, please send an email to Mrs. Sally Rico at CRE@saintlawrencemartyr.org. 

 

• We ask that parishioners charitably consider making offertory donations via our online giving  

program. Please visit this  link on our website  for information on how to send offertory donations to 

us through the mail. 

 

Father Victor and the parish staff are always concerned about the wellbeing of our parishioners, but now 

so more than ever before. Although we are not physically available to you, which we pray we will be 

very soon, never hesitate to reach out to us by calling 410-799-1970, emailing office@saintlawrencemartyr.org, or even 

by using the regular mail. Please know of our fervent prayers for all of you, your families, and friends to be safe, well, 

StLM Online Giving 
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Saturday, April  4th: 

5:00pm   

Sunday, April 5th - Palm Sunday:  

8:00am   

10:00am   

12:00pm   

5:30pm   

Monday, April 6th:  

9:00am   

Tuesday, April 7th: 

9:00am   

Wednesday, April 8th: 

9:00am   

Thursday, April 9th - Holy Thursday: 

9:00am   

Friday, April 10th - Good Friday: 

9:00am   

Saturday, April 11th - Holy Saturday 

5:00pm   

Sunday, April 12th - He is risen as He said! Alleluia! 

8:00am   

10:00am   

12:00pm   

5:30pm   
 

*Rosary following Mass  ** Rosary and Novena to St. Agatha 

*** Novena to St. Michael of the Saints            †Holy Day of Obligation 

Due to current events, weekday (Monday-Friday) 

Mass Intentions are being prayed daily by Father 

Victor at private Masses. 

Mass Intentions for 5:00pm Saturday Vigil Masses 

will be prayed by Fr. Victor during Masses which 

are streamed live on the parish Facebook page and 

website. 

For the foreseeable future, Sunday Mass intentions 

will be rescheduled to a future date. 

Father Victor and the parish staff are grateful  

for your understanding and patience during this 

unprecedented time. 

#SEALTHEDOORPOSTS 
 

In this time of calamity, the Marian Fathers invite us to 
participate in a simple but incredibly powerful act of 
faith by posting an image of the Divine Mercy on our 
front doors. If you don’t have the Image in your home, 
please visit TheDivineMercy.org/DivineMercyImage and 
download it for free and print it out.  
 
If you are unable to have the Image blessed by a priest or 
deacon, the Church allows the laity to invoke a blessing. 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church (1669) teaches 
that lay people, on account of their baptismal priesthood, 
may administer certain blessings. 
 
How does one invoke such a blessing upon the Image of 
Divine Mercy? While making the Sign of the Cross over 
the Image, say: 
 

O Lord, 
I seek Your blessing upon this Image, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
You can watch a video where Father Chris Alar, MIC, 
explains more by clicking here. 

https://www.facebook.com/SaintLawrenceMartyr/
http://www.saintlawrencemartyr.org
http://thedivinemercy.org/DivineMercyImage
https://www.thedivinemercy.org/articles/seal-doorposts


MYPARISHAPP.COM 
 
MyParishApp is a Catholic parish app that helps improve 
parish communication and outreach while offering the 
feathers  that parishioners enjoy in a good app. 
 
MyParishApp can be downloaded to your tablet or phone 
from the QR code above. If you don’t know how to scan 
a QR code with your electronic device, feel free to email 
office@saintlawrencemartyr.org for instructions. Once 
the app is on your phone, enable your location to see the 
available parishes near you. Of course we want you to 
select Saint Lawrence! Follow the prompts to sign in and 
you’re there! 

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, 

Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas, 
We fly to you today as your beloved children. 
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, 

as you did at the wedding in Cana. 

Pray for us, loving Mother, 

and gain for our nation and world, 
and for all our families and loved ones, 

the protection of your holy angels, 
that we may be spared the worst of this illness. 

For those already afflicted, 
we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance. 

Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, 
wipe away their tears and help them to trust. 

In this time of trial and testing, 
teach all of us in the Church to love one another and to be 

 patient and kind. 
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to 

 our hearts. 

We come to you with confidence, 
knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother, 

health of the sick and cause of our joy. 

Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, 
keep us in the embrace of your arms, 

help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 

I believe that You are present 

in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You 

above all things, and I desire  

to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually  

into my heart. I embrace You as if  

You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 



GOD IS NOT KEEPING  
HIS SOCIAL DISTANCE. 

 

Trust in Him always. 

 

 
 
 
Visit our Facebook page this Wednesday, April 8, 2020, 
to adore the Real Presence of Our Lord from your home 
beginning at 7:00pm. If you do not have a Facebook 
account, you can also adore Him directly from the parish 
website: www.saintlawrencemartyr.org.  

KEEP THE FAITH DURING COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS  - RESOURCES FOR CATHOLICS 

 

FORMED.ORG - A plethora of Catholic media for all tastes and technical abilities is available to you for FREE! 

Movies, documentaries, catechetics, audio books, e-magazines - even content to keep the kiddos engaged in the Faith 

while spending time at home together. Trust us - you can't possibly get bored with FORMED.ORG at your fingertips! 

 

EWTN (Eternal Word Television Network) - Founded by a Franciscan nun, the late Mother Mary Angelica, EWTN is 

all-Catholic all the time. Talk shows, news programs, movies, and live broadcasts of the daily Mass are televised from 

Birmingham and Hanceville, Alabama. Click here to find out if EWTN is available on your cable channel lineup. 

Or, you can listen to or watch programs live on your laptop, tablet, or phone anywhere by going to www.ewtn.com. 

 

Word on Fire - Bishop Robert Barron is the founder of Word on Fire Catholic Ministries and Auxiliary Bishop of the 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles. He is also the host of CATHOLICISM, a groundbreaking, award-winning documentary 

about the Catholic Faith, which aired on PBS. Bishop Barron is a #1 Amazon bestselling author and has published 

numerous books, essays, and articles on theology and the spiritual life. He is a religion correspondent for NBC and has 

also appeared on FOX News, CNN, and EWTN. Bishop Barron’s website, WordOnFire.org, reaches millions of people 

each year, and he is one of the world’s most followed Catholics on social media. His regular YouTube videos have been 

viewed over 40 million times and he has over 1.7 million followers on Facebook.  

 

USCCB.org is the website of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops which contains all sorts of media and 

resources for you to continue to practice your Catholic faith when unable to do so at the parish. For instance, click here 

to view the NABRE Bible, the same version used at Mass during the Liturgy of the Word. You can also view 

the Catechism of the Catholic Church to learn more about the what and why about our Faith. 

 

The Word Among Us is a Catholic devotional magazine which many use to accompany their prayer at Mass. With the 

help of the USCCB, The Word is providing complimentary access during these troubling times to the daily Mass 

readings and its entire website to help people pray from home. 

 

Magnificat Magazine - another excellent resource which contains beautiful reflections, art, and articles to help deepen 

your prayer life with the Lord. 

 

The Divine Office (or Liturgy of the Hours) is the Church's universal prayer. And don't think this is for priests and  

religious only! Millions of the laity have made it a daily practice to pray the Divine Office to enrich their souls and bring 

themselves in closer communion with God. The Divine Office is also available as an app - look for it in iOS or Android.  

 

The Vatican - need we say more? 

 

Know of any good Catholic resources you can share? Send them to office@saintlawrencemartyr.org and we’ll be sure to 

list them in a future bulletin. 
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